Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 150 K; mean (C-C) = 0.008 Å; R factor = 0.060; wR factor = 0.166; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.6.
The title compound, C 11 H 15 BrN 2 O 2 , contains an amide group which is close to coplanar with the adjacent pyridine ring, the dihedral angle between the planes being 9.0 (5)
. The molecular packing reveals a mutual hydrogen-bond interaction between centrosymmetrically related hydroxyl O atoms. Further hydrogen bonding involving O-HÁ Á ÁBr and N-HÁ Á ÁBr interactions also appears to consolidate the packing.
Related literature
For a related structure, see: Goswami et al. (2005) . For the synthesis, see Harata et al. (1995) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
During research focused on new synthetic routes towards novel poly-pyridyl co-ordination compounds, we observed an unexpected by-product in one of our syntheses. As we attempted to prepare N- (6-(bromomethyl)pyridin-2-yl) pivalamide (1) from N-(6-methylpyridin-2-yl)pivalamide and N-bromosuccinimide (NBS) in the presence of azobisisobutyronitrile (AIBN) (Harata et al., 1995) , the title compound (2) was isolated in low yield (Fig. 3) .
We postulate that during the free-radical driven mono-bromination reaction (Scheme 2), a small quantity of N-(6-(dibromomethyl)pyridin-2-yl)pivalamide is generated. The formation of 2 would proceed via an S N 1 reaction involving water, arising as a minor contaminant within the solvent. Subsequent elimination of HBr would lead to the formation of the corresponding aldehyde, however, we have isolated this intermediate prior to HBr elimination.
The formation of the stereogenic centre (C1) from achiral starting materials without any optically active agent has naturally led to a racemic compound. The geometry surrounding the C1 atom is a distorted tetrahedron, which supports the The mutual H-bond interaction between hydroxyl oxygen atoms O1 and O1 i ( Fig. 2 ) results in a short H···H distance (1.87 Å) which is indicative of some disorder between the hydroxyl groups. Attempts at modeling this disorder have given unsatisfactory results. See Table 1 for details of other H-bond interactions which support the crystal packing (Fig. 3 ).
Experimental N-(6-methylpyridin-2-yl)pivalamide (40 g, 0.207 mol), NBS (56 g, 0.315 mol), and a catalytic amount of AIBN were dissolved in carbon tetrachloride (400 ml). The reaction mixture was heated at reflux for 13 h. 
rac-N-{6-[Bromo(hydroxy)methyl]-2-pyridyl}pivalamide
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